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Frequent interchange of ideas between the haematologists working in the hospitals in the area formerly administered by the Wessex Regional Hospital Board, and the difficulty in maintaining acceptable standards of accuracy with increasing workload under difficult conditions, has led to the development of quality control procedures which can be applied simply to a large geographical area. An account of these procedures in blood counting, assay of vitamin B12 and folate, and in blood grouping and antibody detection follows. The development of this standard blood has been described elsewhere (Parnell, 1972) After the results have been analysed they are sent to the hospital haematologist and the senior blood bank technician within 10 days, together with any recommendations which might be suggested by the findings.
Discussion
We feel that the Wessex Blood Standard has proved its value during the four years that it has been in use. It is cheaper to use than commercial whole blood standards and it has the advantage that we have to determine our own standards of accuracy. Our blood standards are complementary to those originated by Dr S. M. Lewis at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School at Hammersmith, and both are an essential and integral part of our overall quality control system for blood counting. The main disadvantage is the variable instability of the white cell count but it is hoped that at some stage nucleated erythrocytes might be added in place of the white cells. The participating laboratories tackle quality control of the white cell count by other methods although major alterations in counting would be detected by the present standard. 
